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Great interest was aroused in Britain as 

well as other countries by the announcement 

ast week of the visit of an Anglican Delega- 

ion,‘ headed by the Archbishop of York, to 

he Russian Orthodox Church. 

_ The visit was arranged in response to a 
warm invitation from the Russian Church. 


etter of Greeting 


igned by the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
himself. It was addressed to His Beatitude 
Sergei, Metropolitan of Moscow, and (now) 
atriarch of all the Russias. For purposes of 
ord we print the text of this Bison 


Beloved Brother in Christ: 


‘It is with singular joy that we put our 
1ands to this message of greeting, which one 
‘us will have the profound happiness to 
resent to Your Beatitude. 


e have watched with deep sympathy 

e ufferings of the peoples of the Soviet 
_ Union in these last two years, and have been 

inspired by the patriotism and constancy of 
he Russian Church in faithfulness to the One 
, our Saviour Jesus Christ. We share 
-all our countrymen the admiration 
oused by the heroic resistance of the 
Issian people and the Red Army to the 
‘ks of a treacherous aggressor. And we 
forward to the time when, the evil forces 
ascism being destroyed, a true peace may 
iblished, rendering possible the fuller 
tion of true brotherhood among all 
y and of fellowship in the great work 


The Archbishop took with him a greeting 


SEPTEMBER 23rd, 1943 


ANGLICAN DELEGATION TO THE RUSSIAN 
CHURCH 


of Christ our God among all Christian people. 

“We are deeply grateful for the loving 
message from Your Beatitude, in response to 
which one of us has now come to Moscow to 
assure the Russian Church and Russian 
Nation of our unity of heart with them. We 
are moved to make known.to Your Beatitude 
our great desire to welcome here in London 
at an early date a delegation of the Holy 
Russian Church, which we assure you will be 
welcomed with joy and CARED ese if, as we 
trust, it can be arranged. 

“Finally asking your prayers and the 
prayers of your people both for ourselves and 
for our Church of England, we pray that the 
blessing of Almighty God may rest upon Your 
Beatitude and upon the Church committed. 
to your care. 

“We are Your Beatitude’s most faithful 
and loving Brothers in Christ. 

(Signed) William Cantuar: 
Cyril eles 
8. 9. 43.” 


In a statement on the background of the 
visit; issued on September 17th, the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury wrote: 

“Friendly relationships between the 
Church of England and the Orthodox 
Churches, including the Church of Russia, 
have been developing for a long time. 
Among other events may be mentioned the 
visit of Archbishop Maclagan of York to 


Russia bearing greetings from the Church of — 


England to the Russian Church. The war of 
1914-18 and its aftermath rendered inter- 
course difficult for a period; but I was happy 
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an exchange of visits. We were therefore 
most happy to receive an invitation from the 
Metropolitan of Moscow and to arrange that 
the Archbishop of York should visit Moscow, 
taking with him a formal letter of greeting 
from him and myself to the Metropolitan, 
now elected and enthroned as Patriarch, 
expressing our sympathy with, and admira- 
tion for, the Church and people of Russia in 
the great trial through which they are pass- 
ing, and the unity of our two Churches in the 
service of our one Lord; the Archbishop will 
also express the hope that a similar delega- 
tion from the Russian Church may shortly 
visit this country. Such visits afford most 
valuable opportunities for increasing mutual 
understanding and establishing personal 
friendships whereby the witness of the 
Church to its Lord and to the Gospel may 
be made more effective.” 

Several meetings between the Russian dig- 
nitaries and the British Delegation have al- 


ready taken place. 


SIGNIFICANT NEWS FROM 
GERMANY 


' Pastors Arrested for New Reasons 


According to the Swiss Evangelical Press 
Service a new and significant event has taken 
place in Germany. A recent report states that 
a number of Reformed Pastors have been 
imprisoned (including the President of the 
Reformed Federation). The reason for this 
arrest, it is stated, was that they had declared 
from their pulpits that the bombardment of 
German cities must be considered a just 
punishment for the sorrows which Germany 
had brought to other nations. 


If this report is correct (and there seems . 


no reason to doubt it), it represents a quite 
new development in the attitude of resisting 
circles in the German Churches. 

Up till now the connection between re- 
ligious and political resistance has not been 
so clearly brought out. 


Alleged Desire of Churches for Peace 
The Swedish paper, Svenska Morgonbla- 


det (August 28rd), prints an account of a 


Lutheran conference held at Sonderhausen 
in Germany recently. The article gives the 
following account of the existing state of 
affairs in Germany. It would be unwise to 


~ 


of Moscow after my enthronement as Arch- ~ I 
bishop of Canterbury, and in the spring of ef 
this year it seemed that the friendship be- _ 
tween the two Churches could be served by | 


bal SR Germany,” 


activity, nor any sign of deep religious 
feeling. They have had enough of the war. 
You get the impression, that the masses are 
too tired out to concern themselves with re- 
ligious questions. You notice also signs of 
this general weariness among the clergy. The 
general desire is for an early peace and a 


change of régime. They say that the Ger-- 


man Churches will have a great mission to 
fulfil after the war in the restoration of Ger- 
many. The German authorities have not put 
such great difficulties in the way of the 


_ Churches just lately. They have given them 


more liberty, but this has not prevented 
them from putting several clergy in prison; 
the pastor at Sonderhausen has just been 
arrested because he allowed himself to criti- 
cise the Gavernment too freely. He was re- 
leased, following a general move by the Con- 
fessional Church. . . 
attention to the Churches than previously. 
The Nazified Church, known as the German 
Christian Movement, will not live much 
longer; there are not enough religious lead- 
ers supporting it. The Nazis do not wish to 
have priests in the Party.” 


NORWEGIAN PATRIOTS USE THE | 
CROSS AS THEIR EMBLEM 


A Quisling paper in Norway writes as 
follows on a habit of the patriots which is 
evidently becoming common, namely, the use 
of the Cross as a badge. The Quisling writer 
is clearly very distressed by this development. 


“The Cross is the symbol of Christianity,” 


he says. “Unfortunately, following the war, 
people have made it a political emblem in 
Norway. This is/ a blasphemy which you 
cannot excuse by saying that it is only the 
action of unreflecting youth. Young and old, 
men and women, carry the Cross because it 
is fashionable—that means because -it is 
the emblem round which all the enemies of 
the New Order rally. Our civil authorities 
know it, but are powerless to do anything 


says the Swedish ‘paper, — 
“you cannot notice any increase of religious — 


. The State pays more 


against these abuses, because they do not | 
wish to give their adversaries any pretext | 


for stirring up trouble. All emblems have | 
been forbidden except the emblem of our | 
(Quisling) Party—that is why you see the | 


Cross so much nowadays. The idea of wear- 
ing it has certainly been invented by a 
Jewish brain. 


Te eae 


eristi nity i is opposing itself as a rampart 
against the new times. This is only a Chris- 
tian camouflage. 

“The great number of Crosses is not ex- 
plained by the increase in the number of 
Christians in our country. Hatred, vengeance 
and enmity have not. been reduced in our 
land: on the contrary, these Christians treat 
one party among their compatriots as though 
they were pariah dogs and had not the right 
to elementary politeness. 

“Not long ago it needed more courage to 
wear the Cross than it does now... our 
modern crusaders abuse the Cross abomin- 
ably to obtain their political end by stirring 
up trouble among the faithful. 

“We have awaited in vain for protests on 
the part of the clergy. Are they no longer 
preachers of the truth? It is deplorable that 
so many Christians allow themselves to be 
seduced. 

“Christian brothers and sisters, let us 
understand the times we live in, judge the 
tree by its fruit, and you will know without 
doubt which are the powers which struggle 
for our Christian ideals.” 

The article is naively signed “A Nazi 
Christian. ale 


, CHURCH GREETING FROM 
5 SWITZERLAND 


_ The following greeting has been received 
by the Very Rev. Dr. J. Hutchison Cock- 
burn, as the Convener of the Church of 
cotland Inter-Church Relations Committee: 

“The undersigned members and _ secre- 
aries of the Provisional Committee of the 
Vorld Council of Churches, who have met 
n Geneva to consider the present and future 
ks of the World Council, desire to send 
eetings to all those with whom they have 
n privileged to collaborate in the oecume- 
ical movement. We have been deeply aware 
f the fact that we are so largely cut off from 
ir colleagues. And our thoughts and prayers 
ave gone especially to those of our numbers 
ho are fighting lonely battles or who have 
) stand the terrible isolation of imprison- 
nt or concentration camp. But we are 
n more strongly conscious of the fact 
, ‘if we walk in the light, as He is in the 
it, we have fellowship one with another.’ 

il ts ee of our fellowship depends on 


~ darkness. 
asy to get ie impression that : 


The fellowship of the light be- 
comes, therefore, more clearly visible when 


‘darkness descends upon the earth. This is 


our great joy and consolation in the midst 


‘of the undescribable sorrow of our time. 


“We pray that our whole movement may 
fulfil the great condition of walking in the 
light. We pray that it may follow the clear 
lead of those of its members who have given 
a good confession as they have protested 
against the works of darkness, against the 
violation of the divine commandments, 
against persecution and injustice. We pray 
that it may become worthy of its calling to be 
the light of the world, and that through its 


message of reconciliation with God and with 
men, as also through its acts of healing and ~ 


reconstruction, it may truly announce the 
City which has no need of the sun, neither of 
the moon, because the glory of God lightens 
it. 

“May God, who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, shine in our hearts.” 

The greeting was signed by a number of 
leaders of the European Churches at a meet- 
ing held recently in Geneva, and amongst 
the signatories are: Dr. A. Koechlin, Basel, 
President of the Swiss Protestant Church 
Federation; Professor Adolf Keller, D.D., 
Geneva, of the Inter-Church Aid Bureau, and 
Vice-President of the Presbyterian Alliance; 
Dr. W. A. Visser t’ Hooft, Secretary, World 
Council of Churches; M. le Pasteur H. L. 
Henriod, Geneva, Secretary, World Alliance 
for International Friendship through the 
Churches. 


PRESENT-DAY LIFE IN GREECE 


Recent news from Greece, taken from the 
Swiss paper, Semeur Vaudois (August 21st) : 
gives a vivid picture of current conditions in 
that country. We quote extracts from the 
article. j 

“The Greek people continue to undergo a 
time of suffering. In the midst of a Europe 
submerged under an evil régime, Greece 
bears a terrible tribulation with stoicism. 
Physical exhaustion, fierce resistance to her 
invaders, and to the oppression which has 
ensued, merciless Bulgarisation of Mace- 


donia and Thrace, these are only some of the — 


features of the Hellenic drama. 


The Church does not Waver 

“In the course of an important gathering 
at Athens some months ago, of forty-eight 
representatives ef Greek public life (among 
whom were the Metropolitan of Athens, the 
Rector of the University, the Presidents of 


we 


3 


the Councils of the Academy, the Medical — 


Association, and the Legal Association), a 
declaration was made in which it was stated 


that ‘the Church constitutes the supreme 


representative authority.’ : 
“Thus public opinion officially recognises 


the leadership of the Church. It is because — 


of this principle that the Orthodox Chureh 
in Greece can endure persecutions and 
threats and can present a solid front to the 
measures brought in by the aggressor, and 
can produce some kind of adjustment be- 
tween the unfortunate Greek people and the 
powers to whom they are at present subject. 

“In the Greece of to-day, the Church is 
the only official organism which, relatively 
at least, maintains its freedom of action and 
which works disinterestedly on behalf of the 
people. The patriotic service of the Metro- 
politan of Athens continues to show itself in 
different ways. His attitude to the occupy- 
ing authorities is most audacious. He suc- 
cessfully opposes arrests, executions and 
arbitrary decisions. Materially and spiritu- 
ally he sustains the hope of the population. 
He does all this by his public utterances from 
the pulpit, and he is supported by the whole 
body of the Greek clergy. 

“The Church continually resists German 
efforts to introduce an anti-Semitic policy in 
the Church. It has refused a decree whereby 
Church authorities were told to preach anti- 


- Semitism and publicly to describe the Jewish 


nation as ‘an inferior and pestilent race, 
responsible for the war.’ Several clergy 
were accused of having pulled down notices 
bearing the words ‘Jews forbidden.’ Others 
were arrested for giving money and food to 
aged, wandering Jews, in defiance of the 
orders of the Gestapo.” - 


The Food Situation 


The report states that the first stage of the 
famine in Greece, which caused more deaths 
than the battles, is now a thing of the past. 
It states, however, that the second phase of 
the Greek famine is not less painful, as the 
people are suffering seriously from under- 
nourishment and the various diseases which 
follow from this. About 50 per cent. of the 
children cannot be fed by their own homes 
and families. 

_ Leading — personalities, especially the 
Metropolitan of Athens, direct various phi- 
lanthropic institutes. Within their limits, 
they have had excellent results. They con- 
duct canteens where the children are not 
only fed but also educated. It is said to be 
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dren, who er the first time in thels: lives fee 


‘that they possess a home. It is stated that 4 
10,000 children should be put within these — 
encampments at once, but owing to various — 


difficulties only 5,000 will be taken in during 
the current year. 


In the villages the situation is even worse, 


as many of them are occupied by enemy 
troops, and often the number of soldiers ex- 
ceeds that of the inhabitants. 


A NEW VENTURE IN SCOTLAND 


The Scotsman for September 17th gives 
an account by Dr. Hutchison Cockburn of 
anew religious, wartime venture in the form 
of a campaign under the general title “The 
Church and the Common Life—the Christian 
way.” This experiment is taking place in the 
Presbytery of Stirling and Dunblane. Much 
has been learned, it is said, from the Religion 
and Life Weeks in England, but special 
methods have been introduced to meet the 
needs of small towns and villages, which play 
an important part in this district. In many 
parishes, the minister is planning to meet 
small groups of ten to twenty people in 
private houses, and one parish has planned 
fifty of such special meetings. © 

Starting from the conviction that “‘the re- 
ligious condition of a country is the measure 
of its ability to safeguard its civilisation, to 
build up a worthy social life, and to make its 
due contribution to the family of nations,” 
Dr. Cockburn says that the endeavour of the 
plan is ‘to integrate or bring into one, wor- 
ship and the daily life of man, the sacred 
and the secular, if you like, though much of 
our trouble has arisen from this latter dis- 
tinction, which is ultimately false. Addresses 


are being given on the relevance of the Chris- — 


tian Faith and the Church to the home, in- 
dustry, social life, education, and interna- 
tional affairs; emphasis is being placed on 
the practice of prayer and of reading the 
Bible; visits are being paid wherever men 
and women gather—public work, pits, -and 
factories; town councils are being inter- 
viewed, open-air services held, home meet- 
ings organised and discussions held with 
people of like interests as to the place which 


they can take in the community; leaflets are 


being distributed to the people; meetings of 
mothers, of youths, of teachers and others 


are being held, in all of which the individuals 


will be presented with the personal challenge, 


the place of the Church emphasised and the ; 


necessity of the Gospel pra ee 


